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ACTION ARA-20 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-07 H-03 INR-10 L-03 

NSAE-00 NSC-10 PA-03 RSC-01 PRS-01 SPC-03 SS-15 

USIA-15 ACDA-19 IO-15 DRC-01 /127W 

004572 

R 031912Z OCT 73 
FM AMEMBASSY PORT OF SPAIN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5667 
INFO AMEMBASSY BRIDGETOWN 
AMEMBASSY CARACAS 
AMEMBASSY GEORGETOWN 
AMEMBASSY KINGSTON 
CINCLANT 

SECRET PORT OF SPAIN 1234 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT TD 

SUBJECT: POLITICAL OUTLOOK IN TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 
REF: POS 1226 
CINCLANT FOR POLAD 

1. IN CONVERSATION TODAY WITH AMBASSADOR, GOVERNOR GENERAL 
SIR ELLIS CLARKE MADE A NUMBER OF OBSERVATIONS ABOUT POLITICAL 
SITUATION: 

DESPITE WISHFUL THINKING IN SOME QUARTERS, WILLIAMS 
WILL SOON STEP DOWN AS PRIME MINISTER MOST LIKELY IN 
ABOUT THREE MONTHS. WILLIAMS WILL NOT CALL ELECTIONS, 

LEAVING THAT TO HIS SUCCESSOR WHO WILL ALMOST CERTAINLY 
CALL THEM IN 1974 IN CONNECTION WITH CONSITUTIONAL REFORM. 

LOOKED AT IN LONG RANGE WILLIAMS' DEPARTURE WILL BE FOR GOOD 
OF COUNTRY, WHICH IS NOW READY FOR 
INTERNAL "RECONCILITATION. " BY BROAD HINTS SIR ELLIS 
INDICATED HIS BELIEF THAT HUDSON-PHILLIPS WILL BEAT OUT 
MOHAMMED FOR PNM LEADER BUT THAT ANY PNM LEADER MIGHT WELL NOT 
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BE ABLE TO CONTROL HIS MINISTERS OR WIN CONFIDENCE OF 
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THE COUNTRY. (INDEED AT ONE POINT SIR ELLIS PREDICATED PNM 
WILL NOT BE IN POWER IN 1975). SIR ELLIS DEVOTED CONSIDERABLE 
ATTENTION TO ARGUMENT OF A.N.R. ROBINSON. WHO HAD CALLED 
ON HIM YESTERDAY, THAT ELECTION SHOULD PRECEDE CONSTITUTIONAL 
REFORM NOT FOLLOW AS RATIFICATION. 

2. COMMENT: SIR ELLIS CLEARLY RELISHES MOVEMENT IN POLITICAL 
LOGIAM AND PERCEIVES AN ENHANCED ROLE FOR HIMSELF, MOST LIKELY 
AS PRESIDENT UNDER A NEW CONSTITUTION PROVIDING FOR AN EXECUTIVE 
RATHER THAN A CEREMONIAL CHIEF OF STATE. IF WE ARE RIGHT, WE 
CAN EXPECT HIM TO BE INCREASINGLY ACTIVE BEHIND THE SCENES. 

WE ALSO NOTE THAT SIR ELLIS IS REPORTEDLY NO FIREND OF 
HUDSON -PHILLIPS . 

MARSHALL 
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